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the attack. She passed small quantities of urine, of low 
specific gravity. The salts were diminished, especially 
the urea, also the phosphates. The earthy phosphates 
and alkaline phosphates were present in about equal 
quantities. 

Her recovery, the result of an auto-suggestion, took 
place suddenly one morning, when she desired to attend 
service in the chapel. From this day her recovery was 
complete. 

From the study of this case the author concludes: 

1. That hyperthermia, or, as it is sometimes designated, 
hysterical fever, is now definitely understood, and repre¬ 
sents the thermic equivalent of the status hystericus. 

2. Marked hyperthermia, as well as hypothermia, when 
cxf hysterical origin, are perfectly compatible with life. 

3. Hyperthermia does not cause any change in the tissues 
of the body, as wasting or diminution of weight, and in 
this respect resembles other manifestations of hysteria. 

4. The examination of the urine in cases of fever of 

unknown nature is of great importance, since in the 
scarcity of its solid principles one has a good criterion to 
make a diagnosis. W. C. K. 


SURGICAL. 

ON THE SURGICAL TREATMENT OF BASE¬ 
DOW’S DISEASE. 

In the “Deutsche med. Wochenschrift, 1891, No. 2, 
two cases are described by Lemke. One was completely 
cured, and the other was so markedly improved, that he 
was enabled to return to work. Six and seven months 
respectively have intervened between the operations and 
the time of publication. The first was a young man, 
seventeen years of age, with cardiac palpitation, exoph- 
thalmus and a large goitre. Sudden attacks of suffoca¬ 
tion led to tracheotomy. An unsuccessful attempt was 
made to open the inferior portion of the trachea. As the 
patient was in the meantime becoming asphyxiated, the 
thyroid was split, cricotomy performed, and a canula 
inserted. After eight days the left half of the gland 
was extirpated. The exophthalmus disappeared. Seven 
months later he was in good health, the right half of the 
thyroid was diminished in size, the pulse was regular, 
and normal in frequency, and the prominence of the 
eyes had subsided. He was able to attend to his duties 
as a painter without interruption. 
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The second case was a shoemaker, forty-seven years 
of age, the right half of the gland was removed. Two 
days after the operation the exophthalmus had decidedly 
diminished. Six months later the eyes were normal, and 
the heart’s action was less disturbed. In the last four 
weeks he was able to resume work, and without difficulty 
he could ascend four flights of stairs several times daily. 
(Centralbl. f. klin. Med., No. 6, 1892.) W. M. L. 

THERAPEUTICAL. 

DUBOISINUM SULFURICUM. 

Dr. Lewald, in “ Der Irrenfreund,” says that as a sed¬ 
ative in mental diseases this drug has no superior. He 
has used it in a large number of cases, and finds that its 
hypnotic influence can be depended upon. It is to be 
administered subcutaneously, in doses of not more than 
0.002 gr., and it is in no case to be increased. 

The author thought that if the drug were more widely 
known, the time would not be long before it would super¬ 
sede hyoscine, as it was more effective and possessed less 
disagreeable properties. B. M. 

THE TREATMENT OF PHYSICAL PAIN. 

Prof. Hayem, in an article on this subject (Internation¬ 
ale klinische Rundschau), gives the results of some very 
interesting studies in this direction. He contends that 
to intelligently treat pain the varieties must be thoroughly 
understood, and, to facilitate matters, classifies pain as 
follows: Class (1) treated according to the intensity; 
Class (2) according to location; Class (3) the course of 
the pain, as to periodicity, duration, etc.; Class (4) the age 
of the case. 

The intensity of the pain is of great importance when 
it comes to treatment; for pain can be of such severity 
and frequency as to cause death; for instance, pain of 
kidney and liver colic and of angina pectoris. From the 
frequency with which certain cases have paroxysms of 
pain, it is evident that such remedies as chloroform and 
morphine cannot be constantly employed; and it is in 
this class of cases that the ingenuity of the physician is 
most severely taxed. One of the most painful affections 
is facial neuralgia; the remedies mostly employed are 



